NURSING STAFF
Tobramycin is an aminoglycoside antibiotic and is prescribed, administered and monitored in
exactly the same way as gentamicin. The treatment dose can be calculated using the
“gentamicin” calculator or by using the formula on the back of the customised tobramycin
prescription, administration and monitoring chart.

o Each dose and time for tobramycin to be given must be prescribed on the prescription
section of the tobramycin chart (can be found on the NHST Antimicrobial website):

ALWAYS CHECK IF PREVIOUS DOSES of AMINOGLYCOSIDES HAVE BBEN ADMINISTERED (e.g. in A&E, surgical prophylaxis-once only section) AND DOCUMENT ON CHART TO ENSURE COMPLETE TREATMENT RECORD
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o Date and time of administration must be completed in the administration section of the
chart by the staff member administering the dose of tobramycin. It is important to
document the time tobramycin is given in order to interpret the levels of tobramycin and
to calculate the time of the next dose.

e Tobramycin levels should be taken 6-14 hours after the start of the infusion. If you know
that a patient has not had a level taken then please contact a member of the medical
team.

e Tobramycin must also be prescribed on HEPMA. The time, dose and dosing frequency of

tobramycin will not be documented. Instead, the prescriber will prescribe the dose “as per
paper chart” and not document a time for administration.
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e The date and time of administration of tobramycin must be signed for on HEPMA as well
as the tobramycin chart.

e |f the patient reports any adverse effects which may be considered attributable to
tobramycin then please discuss with medical staff. These include:

new tinnitus

dizziness

poor balance

hearing loss

oscillating vision

decrease in urine output / oliguria

O 0O O 0 O O

e To minimise the risk of toxicity, duration of treatment should be limited to 72 hours. All
tobramycin prescriptions that continue beyond this must be discussed and agreed with
microbiology or an infection specialist.

¢ If you think that a dose is due but it has not been prescribed, contact the prescriber.
Ideally this should be identified during normal working hours. Do NOT administer a dose
based on what is documented at the top of chart.

Placement of Chart

The tobramycin prescription, monitoring and administration chart is a stand alone document.
Please ensure that this is kept with other paper documentation relating to the pateint which is
easily accessible to minimise the risk of missed doses.

For further advice please contact your ward pharmacist or antimicrobial pharmacist on bleep
4732.
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