
 Formulary Process  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section identified as requiring review: 
E.g. National guidance published, new 

evidence such as high quality Randomised 
Controlled Trials, change in local prescribing 

guidance. 
 

Drug(s)/topic identified as requiring 
update: 

E.g. Significant change in drug cost(s), 
formulary request submission(s), new 

prescribing or safety advice issued, SMC 
accepted new medicine for formulary 

addition. 

 

Specialists* contacted regarding update of formulary section/guidance notes. 
Request form(s) submitted for formulary additions where appropriate.  

 
MAG agrees draft updated formulary section/guidance notes  

3rd Tue, month 1 

 4th Fri, month 2 

MAG publishes updated formulary section/guidance notes and Medicines Governance 
Unit updates Vision formulary, and highlights changes in DTC Supplement 

Medicines Governance Unit reviews evidence and drafts updated formulary 
section/guidance notes taking account of specialists’ views 

4 weeks

Draft updated formulary section/guidance notes agreed with specialists  

21/2 weeks

3rd Tue, month 2 

11/2 weeks

Approximately 
3 weeks 

3rd Tue, month 3

 2nd Tue, month 4 

*Specialists contacted via Lead Pharmacist and Lead Clinician, MCN or formulary sub-group where 
appropriate. 
 
 
 
SMC = Scottish Medicines Consortium 
MAG = Medicines Advisory Group 
DTC = Drug and Therapeutics Committee 
MCN = Managed Clinical Network 




