
Patient attends 
with ano-genital 

wart

Does it need 
treatment?

No
>30%  of warts 

resolve in <6m with 
no action

Yes

Perianal No

Keratinised

No

Podophyllotoxin 
0.5% solution or 
0.15% cream – 
bd for 3 days 
then 4 days 

break repeated 
for 4-5 cycles

Yes

If fails

Imiquimod 5% cream – 3 times 
weekly for up to 16 weeks  (not 
recommended for internal use)

Yes

Catephen 10% 
ointment 0.5cm 
applied 3 times 
daily for up to 

16 weeks

Cryotherapy is an option 
for all warts if available. 
Beyond no treatment, it 

is the only standard 
option in pregnancy

Consider referral for 
further therapies if 

symptomatic

NHS Tayside

Treatment of 
anogenital 
warts

Patient 
Information 

here

Patient 
Information 

here

If fails
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Consider 
podophyllotoxin 
if able to apply 
& not already 

tried

Cream may be 
easier to apply to 
vuval or perianal 
warts

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/sexual-and-reproductive/genital-warts
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/sexual-and-reproductive/genital-warts
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